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    Resolution Executive Summary 

 

  

Prepared By:              Purchasing Department for Board Office 

Committee:              Finance Committee 

Committee Date:          July 20, 2023 

Board Date:               July 27, 2023  

Resolution Title:           Resolution Awarding Federal Lobbyist/Consulting Services 
 

Was item budgeted?  No                                            Appropriation Amount:   N/A 

If not, explain funding source:   
ORG/OBJ/Project Code:  12501-43190                    Descriptor:   County Board/Chairman 
                                                                                                                        

Background Information:   
The County Board Office is interested in hiring a firm to provide Federal Lobbyist/Consulting Services.  The 
Lobbyist will act in liaison with, and report activities to, County Administration.  The Lobbyist will interact on 
behalf on the County’s interests with the Federal legislative and executive branches of government.  The goal 
is to maximize the County’s success in obtaining Federal funding and favorable legislation.  County priorities 
includes economic development, public safety and public works.   
 
The Purchasing Department issued a Request for Qualifications RFQ #23Q-2271 Federal Lobbyist/Consultant 
Services on February 15, 2023.  The solicitation was posted nationwide on the DemandStar government 
bidding portal. There was a total of five submissions received, see Resolution Exhibit A.  An evaluation 
committee was formed and all five firms participated in formal presentations. 
 
Mercury Public Affairs, represented by former Congresswoman, Cheri Bustos, was the firm deemed most 
advantageous to represent the County’s best interests in Federal lobbying.  The County of Winnebago will be 
Mercury’s only Illinois client.   
 
Costs:  The fee is a $10,000 monthly retainer with no other costs or fees anticipated.  The agreement services 
will begin effective August 1, 2023.  Future funding will be budgeted in the 2024 budget. 

 
Recommendation:  The Legislative and Lobbying Committee, recommends awarding an agreement to 
Mercury Public Affair, see Resolution Exhibit B. 
 

Legal Review:  State’s Attorney’s Office has reviewed, revised and approved the agreement. 
    
Follow-Up:   Purchasing Department will route the new agreement and award the RFQ. 
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CONSULTING SERVICES AGREEMENT 

County of Winnebago, Illinois (“Client”) enters into this Consulting Services Agreement (the 

“Agreement”) effective as of August 1, 2023 (the “Effective Date”), to retain Highstake 35 LLC 

dba Mercury Public Affairs (“Consultant”), to perform the services described herein. Client 

and Consultant may each be referred to herein as a “Party,” and together as the “Parties”. 

1. The Services.   Consultant shall render services to the Client as specified on Schedule 1

attached hereto (the “Services”). 

2. Payment Terms.   Client shall pay fees and expenses per the terms set forth on Schedule 2

attached hereto. Payment in full of fees and expenses shall be made to Consultant pursuant to the 

Local Government Prompt Payment Act, 50 ILCS 505/1 et seq. Notwithstanding anything to the 

contrary in the foregoing, in the event Client does not pay fees and expenses within thirty (30) 

days after an invoice is rendered, Consultant may suspend Services until payment is made. 

3. Term.  The term of this Agreement shall begin on the Effective Date and will continue in

effect until September 30, 2024 (the “Term”). The Term shall automatically continue on a 

monthly basis thereafter, unless terminated by either Party on thirty (30) days’ written notice to 

the other Party. For any year beyond the initial year, this Agreement is contingent on the 

appropriation of sufficient funds and no charges shall be assessed for failure of the Client to 

appropriate funds in future contract years.  

4. Independent Contractor Status.  Consultant is an independent contractor and not an agent

or employee of Client. 

5. Confidential Information.  During the performance of Services, Consultant may have

access to, have disclosed to it, or otherwise obtain information which Client identifies as   

confidential or proprietary (“Confidential Information”). Consultant shall use such Confidential 

Information solely in performance of its obligations under this Agreement. Information shall not 

be deemed Confidential Information if such information is: (i) already known to Consultant free 

of any restriction; (ii) obtained from a third party free of any restriction; (iii) developed 

independently by Consultant; or (iv) available publicly. 

6. Indemnification.  Each Party will indemnify and hold harmless the other Party, its

principals, employees, officers, and agents (collectively, the “Indemnified Party”) from and 

against any and all liabilities, losses, claims, demands, actions, judgments, costs, and expenses, 

including but not limited to reasonable attorneys’ fees, arising out of or resulting from any 

negligence, gross negligence, or willful misconduct by the indemnifying Party, its employees, 

officers, directors, and agents, except to the extent that any third party claims are a result of the 

RESOLUTION EXHIBIT B
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Indemnified Party’s negligence, willful misconduct, or claims under workers compensation. 

Each Party’s indemnification obligations are conditioned upon the Indemnified Party: (i) giving 

prompt written notice of any claim, action, suit or proceeding for which the Indemnified Party is 

seeking indemnity; (ii) granting control of the defense and settlement of the action to the 

indemnifying Party; and (iii) reasonably cooperating with the indemnifying Party with respect to 

the defense of the action. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Indemnified Party may, at its option 

and expense, participate in the defense or settlement of any claim, action, suit, or proceeding.  

 

7. Publicity.  Neither Party will use the other Party’s name, logo, trademarks, or service 

marks in any advertising, publicity releases, or any other materials without that Party’s prior 

written approval. 

 

8. Assignment.  Neither Party may assign this Agreement, except to an affiliate or 

subsidiary, without the prior written consent of the other Party. 

 

9. Notices.  Any notice in connection herewith will be in writing, sent per the contact 

information on Schedule 3 attached hereto, and either delivered personally, or mailed by certified 

mail, postage prepaid, or sent via email. Notice will be deemed given when delivered personally, 

or, if mailed, seventy-two (72) hours after the time of mailing, or, if by email, twenty-four (24) 

hours after an email is sent.    

 

10. Governing Law; Jurisdiction; Venue.  This Agreement will be governed by and construed 

in accordance with the laws of the State of Illinois, without regard to its conflicts of laws rules, 

and both Parties submit to the exclusive personal jurisdiction of the state and federal courts in 

Winnebago County, Illinois, and to venue in said courts, and waive any claim of forum non 

conveniens.  

 

11.  Liability of Consultant.  Consultant shall bear no liability to Client for loss or damage in 

connection with advice or assistance given in good faith performance of the Services.  

 

12. Dispute Resolution.  In the event of a default and/or litigation arising out of enforcement 

of this Agreement, the Parties acknowledge and agree that each Party will be responsible for 

their own costs, charges, expenses (including, without limitation, and their own attorney’s fees 

and costs) arising as a result thereof. 

 

13. General. 

 

(a) No amendments or modifications of this Agreement shall be binding upon either 

Party unless made in writing and signed by both Parties. 

 

(b) This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the Parties and 

supersedes all previous agreements, promises, proposals, representations, understandings, and 

negotiations, whether written or oral, respecting the subject matter hereof.  

 

(c) In the event any one or more of the provisions of this Agreement shall for any 
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reason be held to be invalid, illegal, or unenforceable, the remaining provisions of this 

Agreement will be unimpaired, and the invalid, illegal, or unenforceable provision will be 

replaced by a provision which, being valid, legal, and enforceable, comes closest to the intention 

of the Parties.  

 

(d) This Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of which shall 

be deemed to be an original, but all of which together will constitute one and the same 

instrument.  

    

(e) The section headings contained in this Agreement are inserted for convenience   

only and do not affect the meaning or interpretation of this Agreement.  
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto have entered into this Agreement as of the 

Effective Date noted above. 

 

 

CONSULTANT: CLIENT: 

Mercury Public Affairs County of Winnebago, Illinois 

  

By:       By:       

Name:       Name:       

Title:       Title:       

Date:       Date:       
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SCHEDULE 1 

 

Services 

 

Consultant will provide the Client the following Services:  

 

1. Assist in developing the Client’s Federal legislative agenda by providing strategic, 

policy, and coordination support, including advice regarding the development of short and long-

term Federal funding strategies for Federal grants and annual appropriations requests. 

 

2. Periodically meet with Winnebago County Administration, the Winnebago County 

Legislative and Lobbying Committee, and the Board as a whole in support of the development of 

the legislative agenda. 

 

3. Initiate and coordinate meetings between County elected officials and/or staff with 

Federal legislative and executive branch to pursue priority legislation or funding opportunities. 

 

4. Meet with members of Congress, congressional staff, administration officials, other 

public officials, and stakeholders to seek support for the policy positions advocated by the 

County of Winnebago. 

 

5. Identifying opportunities for appropriate County officials to testify, in order to advance 

the County’s interests and showcase the County’s needs and amenities. 

 

6. Prepare legislative reports and participate in periodic legislative briefings for County 

Administration and the County of Winnebago. 

 

7. Apprise County’s Administration of emerging issues and make recommendations 

regarding possible effects on County government. 

 

8. Submit the County’s annual appropriations requests. 

 

9. Identify federal grant and competitive funding applications for County priorities. 

 

10. Provide information necessary for the Client to monitor the provision of the Services 

upon written request. 
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SCHEDULE 2 

 

Compensation and Expenses 

 

1. In exchange for the Services hereunder, Client will pay Consultant $10,000.00 per month 

during the Term, prorated for any partial month, invoiced monthly, with invoices to be sent to 

the address provided by the Client on Schedule 3. 

 

2. Client will pay and reimburse Consultant for all reasonable business expenses incurred 

and documented in providing the Services, invoiced monthly. Payment of any individual expense 

greater than $100.00 requires the prior approval of Client. 

 

3. In its sole and exclusive discretion, Consultant may require Client to pay in advance 

or directly to a vendor or creditor any expense(s) in connection with this Agreement. 

 

 

SCHEDULE 3 

 

Contact Information 

 

Consultant: 

Mercury Public Affairs  

218 E Bearss Avenue, #405 

Tampa, FL  33613 

Email: dasaccounting@mercuryllc.com 

Client: 

County of Winnebago  

404 Elm Street  

Rockford, IL 61101 

Attn: Joseph Chiarelli 

         Winnebago County Board Chairman 

Phone: 815-319-4386 

Email: joe@admin.wincoil.gov 

Billing email: Same as above 

 

mailto:dasaccounting@mercuryllc.com
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